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TRENDS MEET TRADITION FOR 2015
BRIDES

Whether you’re the lucky lady soon to be walking down the aisle or if your summer
dance card is filled with impending nuptials, there’s no denying it: it’s wedding
season.

So when we wanted to get the scoop on just what this year’s brides will be wearing
and where trends are headed for next season, we tapped the experts at David’s
Bridal. The venerable wedding institution has been dressing the betrothed since
the 1950s and with 11 stores in Canada, has become a go-to destination for ladies
looking for luxury gowns at affordable prices. David’s Bridal has also become a
mecca for high-end designers like Vera Wang and Zac Posen, giving them an
opportunity to offer their wares with a lower price tag, much to the delight of
fashion-forward brides everywhere.

We chatted with Lori Conley, the divisional merchandising manager for designer
bridal at David’s Bridal since 2011, about shopping tips, surprising trends and a
return to tradition.

GLAM: What’s the biggest trend in bridal gowns this season in Canada and
what will we be seeing in 2016?

LORI CONLEY: Coverage in every shape and form has taken the bridal industry by
storm. Influenced heavily by what’s happening on the runways and red carpets,
we’re really seeing brides embracing glamorous sleeves and beautiful necklines to
top off their gown choices.

GLAM: What’s surprised you about bridal trends this year?

LC: It’s most surprising to me to see how much a bride’s street style is infusing into
her bridal style. We recently brought in a crop top wedding gown that blew away
our sales expectations. 

GLAM: What three tips would you give to a bride before she starts shopping
for her dress?

LC: One: Research, research, research! Get on Pinterest, check out magazines
and start thinking about your wedding style. Once you have a vision of the vibe for
your big day, it’s so much easier figuring out the dream dress. Two: Plan in
advance. Unless you’re planning to purchase the sample off the rack, it takes two
plus months to order a gown. Don’t forget to leave yourself time for alterations and
fittings too, which can add a few more weeks to your timeline. Three: Know your
budget. Zero in on what you can comfortably afford and don’t forget to leave
budget to finish off your look with some fabulous accessories.

GLAM: What new designers are making a splash in the industry?
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LC: I love designers like Berta and Galia Lahav who are introducing smouldering
and sultry styles into the bridal industry. Their designs are not for the faint of heart!

GLAM: What are you seeing when it comes to accessories like veils,
headpieces, gloves, etc.?

LC: We’ve seen a return to tradition with more and more brides opting for a
cathedral veil recently. They photograph beautifully and really transform a woman
into a bride.

[Gowns (L-R): David's Bridal Collection, Galina, Melissa Sweet Collection/ Photos
courtesy of David's Bridal]
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